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GOVERNMENT’S TREATMENT OF RURAL AND REGIONAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Urgency Motion 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon J.A. Cowdell):  I received the following letter this morning - 

Dear Mr President 

At today’s sitting, it is my intention to move under SO72 that the House at its rising, adjourn until 
9.00am on December 25 2001, for the purpose of discussing the Government’s appalling treatment of 
rural and regional Western Australia, exemplified by its pitiful result in the Merredin by-election.  

Yours sincerely 

Hon Bruce K Donaldson MLC 

Member for the Agricultural Region  

The member will require the support of four members in order to move the motion. 

[At least four members rose in their places.] 

HON B.K. DONALDSON (Agricultural) [3.44 pm]:  I move - 

That the House at its rising adjourn until 9.00 am on 25 December. 

I have pleasure in moving this motion, which is appropriate and of an urgent nature.  In 10 months the 
Government literally has walked away from people in rural and Western Australia.  The Opposition has 
compiled a list of what has been happening, and I will go through that.  However, it would be remiss of me not 
to acknowledge and congratulate Mr Brendon Grylls, who is from Corrigin and a member of the National Party, 
for becoming the new member for Merredin.  I also take this opportunity to acknowledge, recognise and 
congratulate Mrs Joanne Burges, the Liberal Party candidate, for her outstanding campaign and the extremely 
excellent result she achieved considering that for 28 years this seat has been the heartland of the Country Party 
and then the National Party.  I congratulate the quality of the candidates who stood in the Merredin by-election.  
They include Mr Jamie Falls from Dalwallinu, a shire councillor, businessman, farmer and member of the 
hospital board; and young Darren West from Goomalling, a farmer and the Labor candidate.  I know Darren; he 
is a good young fellow.  One could only feel sorry for him, because he was thrown into the deep end and had to 
justify what the Labor Party is doing to rural and regional Western Australia.   

The results of the by-election were the worst for the Labor Party since 1905.  It received 8.99 per cent of the 
primary vote, which was a drop from 15.1 per cent.  That reflects what people in the agricultural areas think of 
this Government.  In 10 months we have seen a swing away from the Labor Party of over six per cent.   An 
analyst told me on Sunday that if there had been a state election on Saturday the Labor Party would have lost all 
its country seats except for Kimberley and Mandurah.  I will check on those figures, but they came from a person 
who is fairly knowledgeable on these issues.  I was told that the swing against Labor would have cleaned out the 
Labor Party in rural and regional Western Australia.   

The Leader of the House, who is the Minister for the Wheatbelt, must at times squirm at what his Government is 
doing out there.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Not at all.   

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  That goes to show that the minister does not spend enough time there.   

The first issue in a long list of what the Gallop Labor Government is doing is something about which I cannot 
say too much, because there is a Bill before the House.  However, I can say broadly that the Labor Government 
is trying to remove eight parliamentarians from the country and put them in the city.  I will not go into that issue 
because I know, Mr President, that you will no doubt pull me up if I transgress the standing orders of the House.   

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  The Government is doing that now.   

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  Yes, I know.  However, there is a Bill before the House.   

I will expand on the rural health crisis and government funding cuts to country hospitals.  The Government is 
cutting road funding by $200 million, which affects some well-known roads such as the proposed central coast 
road - the Lancelin to Cervantes road.  The Government is spending $5 million encouraging people to take 
holidays in the State, yet one of the things that would have helped tourism was the continuation of the road from 
Lancelin to Cervantes.  That would have opened up that coastline for businesses in Dongara, Jurien Bay, 
Cervantes, Geraldton - 
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Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  And Ledge Point.   

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  - Ledge Point and in some of those other small towns such as Seabird.  

The Government has also been busy removing police from the wheatbelt.  The Australian Labor Party had hardly 
got into government when it started slashing and burning.  A lot of people have been struck by the Government’s 
anti-family legislation to lower the age of consent for homosexuals to 16 years.   

Hon Kim Chance:  How is that anti-family? 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  They are just some of the issues.  The Leader of the House should - 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  We have had enough interjections.  Hon Bruce Donaldson has a limited time for this 
debate. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  The Liberal Party recorded its highest ever two-party preferred vote in the Merredin 
electorate, with a positive swing of 8.1 per cent, since the last time the Liberal and National Parties faced each 
other, in 1993.  I am sure that even our former coalition partner, the National Party, would have been delighted 
that we conservatives had given people a choice. 

Hon Kim Chance:  They were delighted on Saturday night. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  We found 3 500 Liberal voters out there. 

Hon Kim Chance:  How many votes did Wilson Tuckey get?  He got more than he got two weeks ago. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  He polled 60 per cent or more. 

Hon Kim Chance:  How many have you lost in two weeks? 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  Liberal Party and National Party supporters vote en masse for Wilson Tuckey.  The 
Leader of the House knows that; his is the safest seat in Australia.  On 24 November Labor secured less than 
nine per cent of the primary vote and consequently forfeited its nomination deposit.  I hope the Labor Party does 
the right thing by young Darren West and pays the deposit for him. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I am sure we will. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  I would be disappointed if it did not do that. 

I turn to the Eastern Wheatbelt Health Service.  The Leader of the House has committed to take Mr Kucera to 
Merredin to meet the Eastern Wheatbelt Health Service. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I have just received confirmation of that.  

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  I hope that happens very soon.  It is alleged that Mr Kucera said at the opening of the 
new medical centre in Bruce Rock, and this was confirmed to me by a number of people there last week - not 
necessarily Liberal supporters - that he would not be there too often because Geoff said there were no votes out 
there for him. 

Hon N.F. Moore:  Who said that?  

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  The Minister for Health, Mr Kucera. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is hearsay.  You are not claiming to have heard it yourself are you? 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  In fact, I felt like suggesting that in future people should carry a tape recorder when 
Mr Kucera goes into the wheatbelt. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Are you not repeating hearsay for the record? 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  I said he is alleged to have said that.  The people who told me he said that are highly 
respected people in Bruce Rock.  

It is true that the previous Liberal-National coalition Government did something in this State that has not been 
acknowledged.  Even the Greens (WA) have admitted it.  I am referring to the infill sewerage program in Perth.  
It allowed for high-density development to occur in Western Australia.  Not many years ago raw sewage flowed 
into the Swan River in the Maylands area from the overflow of septic tanks that occurred due to a couple of wet 
winters.  There were some hiccups when the sewerage infill program was first contracted out and soil in a few 
front yards caved in.  However, once monitoring and overseeing of those contracts had begun, the program 
progressed.  If the program had been done in-house, it would have cost about $1.4 billion.  I understand that it 
will cost just over $800 million under contract.  The best part of the program was that a number of country towns 
were to benefit from it.  However, funding for that has been cut.  The coalition Government had compiled a list 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 27 November 2001] 

 p5804c-5813a 
President; Hon Bruce Donaldson; Hon Murray Criddle; Hon Kim Chance; Hon Norman Moore; Hon Paddy 

Embry; Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [3] 

indicating country sites that would benefit from the infill program over future years.  That will not occur now.  A 
number of towns are bitterly disappointed about that. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Was that a decision of the Water Corporation board?  

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  The funding must come from somewhere. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Was that a decision of the board? 

Hon N.F. Moore:  Don’t you have a policy on these things? 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is a corporatised board headed by Peter Jones. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  It is funny then that the previous Government was able to direct the Water 
Corporation to contract out the program - surprise, surprise.  If the Water Corporation is as autonomous as the 
Leader of the House has indicated, it could have told the coalition Government to bowl its hoop, but it did not do 
that.  The Water Corporation did exactly what the Government directed it to do.  Why did it suddenly change?  
Who pressed the button to cut the funding?  The funding was not made available because of the priority 
assurance dividend.  The Government wanted money saved from existing programs, so they had to be cut.  The 
term “priority dividend” will attract attention around the world as a euphemism for budget cuts to confuse people 
who read the budget.   

The Minister for Health has indicated that by the end of 2002 all hospital boards in the eastern wheatbelt will be 
abolished. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is something your Government was trying to do for eight years. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  Excuse me; it was not. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I am sorry; it was. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  Would the Leader of the House like to read the cabinet minutes that relate to that 
issue? 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Yes, please. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  He probably has them already.  
Hon Kim Chance interjected. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  The Leader of the House knows very well that the Department of Health suggested 
that proposal.  Cabinet said it would be up to the hospital boards to decide whether they wanted to change that 
direction.  That was a policy of the Liberal and National Parties in government. 
Hon Kim Chance:  The boards have been meeting for eight years to achieve that effect.  We have finally got 
there. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  I know exactly what they have been doing.  The Labor Government has achieved that 
much, but the individual boards are to be abolished. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Your Government failed to do that in eight years. 
Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  We did not fail to do it.  Mr President - 
The PRESIDENT:  Order!   
Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  The Leader of the House will have ample opportunity to comment. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Is he putting you under pressure?  

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich should hold her fire.  If she wants to speak, she can do so.  
She is trying to interject because she cannot stand the truth; it hurts.  

Individual hospital boards have given communities a sense of ownership of their hospitals.  Women’s auxiliaries 
have supported them for many years through the sense of ownership hospital boards provide, as is well known 
and well documented.  They have raised huge sums of money for hospitals over many years.   

The very distinguished Professor Tony House’s flying surgeon team has been axed due to funding cuts, so 
people will now have to come to Perth for those specialist services. 

Hon Kim Chance:  That is one sided.  We have injected an additional $6 million into specialist services.  

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  It is not one sided.  The Leader of the House can tell us why that has occurred.  
Funding for visiting specialists has also been cut. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Rubbish. 
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Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  The Leader of the House should read the newspapers.  Wards are being closed in 
some of the regional hospitals, one of which is Albany Regional Hospital and another is Esperance District 
Hospital. 

Hon Kim Chance:  That has been going on for a while. 

Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  The Leader of the House will have an opportunity to respond.  The Chairman of the 
Eastern Wheatbelt Health Service, Mr Geoff Tozer, stated the very obvious when he said -  

The bottom line is that we have been told by the Department of Health to develop strategies to save 
$900 ,000.  We have been told that there will be no top ups.  If it was possible for us to find savings of 
this magnitude in one year, then we would have been derelict in our duty.   

That is a fact of life.  As the Leader of the House knows because he comes from that area, that health service has 
had its budget pruned.  He knows the circumstances very well.  To continue -  

Our audited Annual Reports clearly show that this is not the case.  Boards of the District are continually 
in the process of reviewing costs and making savings where possible and will continue to do so. 

HON M.J. CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [3.59 pm]:  I welcome the opportunity to comment on rural and regional 
Western Australia and the Merredin by-election.  The newly elected member follows in the footsteps of a man 
who gave 28 years of his life to the people of Merredin and to the State of Western Australia in an outstanding 
contribution. 
Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  A real statesman. 
Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  Yes.  Brendon Grylls faced a strong challenge from four other candidates in Merredin.  He 
has come through very well.  He did a lot of hard work.  His parents, Mr and Mrs John Grylls, and his in-laws 
worked closely with him, in conjunction with the National Party people.  He doorknocked just about every town 
in the area.  Certainly, the result is a reward for his hard work.  I recognise the challenge from the other 
candidates, because there were some good people.  However, he has come through with flying colours.  I 
congratulate Brendon on his election. 

A number of projects that were progressing in the heart of and across the wheatbelt area would have reflected on 
the vote in the Merredin by-election.  Of course, two major road programs are of vital importance to the 
development of Western Australia’s regional and rural areas.  One of those is the Cervantes to Lancelin road, at a 
cost of around $32 million.  It has been put on hold for a couple of years, and that will have a direct impact on a 
number of areas.  I have spoken to the people involved on a number of occasions.  As recently as last Friday 
morning, I had a meeting in Geraldton with the Mid West Development Commission.  It emphasised once again 
the absolute necessity for that road to go ahead in that area.  It will allow tourist traffic and light traffic to flow 
along the coast road through to Exmouth.  The indications from the shires through to Exmouth are that the road 
will be of enormous benefit to that area.  They talked about at least $200 million worth of development that 
should go ahead in the near future.  The people in that area are, to say the least, very distressed by the delay.  
There was also talk of a major hotel development in the Batavia marina in Geraldton.  That has been put on hold 
for some time, and there is a degree of uncertainty about whether it will go ahead.  I hope that the decision to 
delay these works is reversed. 

I have here a letter from the Premier to the Mayor of the City of Geraldton.  It indicates that the Government has 
found that a number of important projects are unfunded.  It refers to the Geraldton southern transport corridor.  
In fact, the road portion of that was funded, and the rail section has now been funded through a debt funding 
arrangement.  That should have no impact whatsoever on the road funding arrangements that have been in place 
in this State for some time.  The present road funding must be of great concern to anybody in regional and rural 
Western Australia. 

I will now deal with the second road that is of great importance.  It is in the Merredin electorate.  I am sure that 
Hon Kim Chance knows the road very well.  It is the one from Hyden to Corrigin.  It is a dangerous road on 
which heavy transport must necessarily mix with tourist traffic, ordinary commercial traffic and school buses.  It 
needs, as I call it, major black-spot funding. 
Hon Tom Stephens:  Is there any reason that that road was not constructed before Binnu Road East? 
Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  Roads are necessary across the State.  Binnu Road East and Binnu Road West were 
included in the program 30 years ago.  If the minister investigates what happened in the contributory schemes 
that long ago, he will find that those roads were a priority.  He can check that anywhere he likes.  Wave Rock 
has been developed, and it is a wonderful tourist attraction.  Something like 150 000 tourists a year are attracted 
to Wave Rock.  Therefore, the road in that area must be upgraded.  That road has recently come to the fore.  The 
$23 million that was required for that road is of interest.  However, of real concern is that the answer to a 
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question that I asked on Wednesday, 14 November, indicated that the 2001-02 road funding from the State will 
be $491 million; in 2002-03 it will drop to $427 million; and in 2003-04 it will drop to $373 million.  That is 
about $118 million worth of road funding that will be cut out of the budget within three years.  It adds up to 
about $182 million on top of that figure.  However, it must be borne in mind that that figure dropped this year 
compared with last year.   

They are the facts of the matter.  It is also a fact that Western Australian road users are funding that allocation 
through their vehicle registration charges and, believe it or not, through a fuel charge of about 8.3c a litre, which 
has not been dropped by the federal Government.  It can be said that the money comes back in a package called 
the goods and services tax package, which it does.  However, within that is the funding raised from the fuel 
charge.  In Queensland, for example, it is a registration charge.  Its road funding is totally funded by registration 
charges.  There is an anomaly whereby Western Australian road users are being ripped off because the money is 
going into other areas.  If the Government wants to put money into other areas, it should charge the other areas 
for the funding.  This impacts across the board.  It impacts on construction companies in Western Australia, 
which are feeling the pinch dramatically, and they will continue to do so in the future.  I would like to know 
whether this will impact on the $90 million a year Western Australian Municipal Association funding deal.  
Thank goodness a contract was in place for the maintenance of Western Australian roads, because that would 
have been subject to cuts as well. 

The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has said that she will spend this money on the rail system.  I have 
not seen one rail project outside the metropolitan area that has been brought forward.  When the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure talks about future projects and says that the money will be put into rail projects, she 
should give us some evidence of that.  There is no evidence in the budget that that will happen.  In particular, the 
issues surrounding the coastal road and the road near Hyden are having an enormously detrimental effect on 
opportunities for development in Western Australia.  There are other roads to be considered, such as the lime 
sands road and the Muirs Highway.  I give the Government some credit for the fact that it has said it will build 
particular roads.  It is within its rights to build those roads.  However, it does not add up to the enormous cut that 
has been made. 

Another project to which I hope Hon Kim Chance will give serious consideration is the Perenjori-Mt Gibson 
road project, which it is said will go ahead in the near future.  It is about a $23 million project.  That could be 
funded to some extent by the royalties that come from that project.  That will also add to the benefits of 
deepening the Geraldton port, which could be assisted by the two-port loading charge.  Therefore, it is almost a 
self-funding arrangement.  I know that there is talk about the impact of the debt on the budget.  However, it will 
be a minimal impact.  The enormous benefits that this State receives from Esperance and Albany should be 
borne in mind.  Those benefits should also be reflected in Geraldton and in Broome, whose port also needs an 
extension costing about $14 million.  However, there is an opportunity to share funding with the federal 
Government.  I hope that the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development and the other ministers 
who are involved - perhaps the Minister for State Development, Hon Clive Brown, will also be involved - will 
recognise the importance of those projects. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Certainly, they are both necessary and exciting projects. 

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE:  They are, and they will be of enormous benefit to Western Australia.  I have not dealt with 
a number of other issues with which I would like to deal, including air services and health in regional and rural 
Western Australia.  However, I appreciate the opportunity to have been involved in this debate.  

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [4.09 pm]:  We all remember the television show 
Yes Minister when Sir Humphrey would refer to an action by his minister as a very courageous one.  This is a 
very courageous motion from Hon Bruce Donaldson.  After getting a belting in the regions at the last state 
election - the Labor Party took away five seats - I would have thought that Liberal Party members would at least 
take the point of view that discretion might be the better part of valour.  However, to cover their embarrassment 
at having the pants beaten off them by the National Party in Merredin, we are faced with this ridiculous motion.   

Before I go much further, I join my esteemed colleagues in wishing Brendon Grylls all the very best in his career 
in Parliament, which I am sure will be an illustrious one.  I also add my congratulations to Max Trenorden and 
the National Party for holding off what was a bitter, and sometimes quite unreasonably unfair, campaign for 
Merredin.  In a sense, I do not excuse our poor performance.  

Hon N.F. Moore:  How could you?  It was disgustingly poor.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  It was very poor.  Any Government that loses a large slice of the vote like that - 

Hon N.F. Moore:  This is what those in the bush think about you now.  The nine per cent party! 
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Hon KIM CHANCE:  It was a poor performance, and one from which we will sit back and learn. 

Hon N.F. Moore:  And relax!  That is exactly why you got that much of the vote; you ignored them completely.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  No.  We will sit back and consider that performance; that is what parties are supposed to 
do when they get a slide against them like that.  As One Nation also found, the debate was not about us.  The 
debate essentially was about the National Party and the Liberal Party.  It was not about One Nation, it was not 
about Labor, and it certainly was not about the Australian Democrats.  It was very much a debate focused on the 
two conservative parties.  With all the money that was thrown at the campaign, and with the Liberal Party 
coming in with 35 per cent of the vote, it must have been a very disappointing result for the Liberal Party.  
However, members are now trying to cover their embarrassment.   

I take the opportunity to remind the House about the coalition’s dismal record in rural Western Australia.  When 
in government, the coalition stripped country towns of employment opportunities.  How many times did I relate 
from the seat on the other side of the House what had happened in my home town of Merredin?  When so many 
government services and job opportunities were ripped from the town of Merredin, it did not bulldoze houses; it 
bulldozed whole streets of houses.  Allbuery Street and Gilmore Road are both gone.  There is no trace of any of 
the houses that used to be on those streets.  Members should look at how many houses on Caw Street are empty.  
The dozers have not gone through there yet.  The empty houses are still there, and that is testament to the failure 
of the previous Government.  One after another the previous Government stripped Merredin of jobs at Westrail, 
Main Roads WA and the Water Corporation.  

Hon N.F. Moore:  They do not believe you.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  They are gone!  The Labor voters have gone!  The previous Government bulldozed their 
houses.  That is one way of improving the marginal vote - bulldoze the houses of Labor supporters.  That will get 
rid of the Labor vote!  That is effectively what it did.  The previous Government got rid of all the Westrail, Main 
Roads and Water Corporation workers, but now Liberal Party members are complaining because there are no 
doctors and no teachers.  There are no kids left to teach!  They have all gone.  Members should have a look at the 
numbers at the Merredin Senior High School.  They should look at its numbers before they were in government, 
eight long years ago, and then look at its current numbers.  

Hon N.F. Moore:  They do not believe you. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  There are no kids left.  There are no doctors there because there are no patients.  There is 
nobody left.  The previous Government gutted rural Western Australia and left absolutely nothing.   

Let us go through one or two of the specific things that the coalition Government did.  Do members remember 
the patient assisted travel scheme?  It was not a welfare measure; it was available to country people, regardless 
of their income, to provide them with a little equality in access to specialist services.  What did the previous 
Government do?  It effectively halved it.  What has the Labor Government done - this terrible Labor 
Government that has stripped everything from the bush?  We put it back.  Do members remember the uniform 
power tariff?  Under the Labor Government, people who lived in an off-grid town, such as Carnarvon or 
Meekatharra or in my electorate of Esperance, and who wanted to establish, for example, a fish processing 
business, used to be able to rely on a uniform power rate.  Next month people will again be able to rely on a 
uniform power rate now that there is a Labor Government.  What did this great friend of rural Western Australia 
do when it was in government?  It ended the uniform tariff rate.  I say that with some certainty, because it was 
repeated by none other than Max Trenorden.  According to his media statement, Max Trenorden said -  

“Mr Barnett suddenly trying to be a friend of the bush is an absolute joke.  In his days as a Cabinet 
Minister he hardly ever went near the country areas, even though he was Minister for Energy, a vital 
portfolio for country WA.   

“The fact is that Mr Barnett represents a city electorate and a city-based party.  He has always put the 
interests of the city and economic rationalism above the needs of country WA and nothing has changed.  
His johnny-come-lately act will not wash with the people of Merredin . . .  

How prophetic.  It did not wash.  The people of Merredin may not have given us any credit yet for restoring the 
uniform tariff - 

Hon N.F. Moore:  Yet!  You have gone down about half.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  We will restore the uniform tariff.  The fact is that Colin Barnett took it away from 
country people.  As a result, how much industrial development has happened in a town like Esperance in that 
time?  How much has happened in Meekatharra or Carnarvon?  Sweet nothing!  All those jobs that could have 
been established were not made available, as a result of the Liberal Party’s decision.  These great friends of the 
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bush, who even their then coalition partner said never went near the bush, took away access to the uniform 
tariffs.  Yet members opposite lecture us, after 10 months in government, on the basis of their mistakes.  They 
come into this Chamber and talk about cuts to health services.  Funding for health services increased by eight per 
cent in this budget.  Even when that is adjusted for an inflation rate of three per cent, that is a real increase of 
five per cent.  Members might be able to highlight specific areas for which less money is available, but they will 
always be able to do that.   

Let us take the road funding issues as an example.  The capital works allocation in this budget is $3.3 billion - 
the biggest capital works budget in this State’s history.  Yet we hear whingeing and whining about one particular 
road.  That road happens to be in my electorate and I know how important it is.  However, was it more important 
for us to build that road than, for example, the Leinster-Mt Magnet road?  The Government made a decision 
about priority.  Was it more important to build the Cervantes-Lancelin road than it was to build the southern 
transport corridor and to fund it?  We did that.  The Government found the money for that and put in that 
infrastructure.  There was no funding for the $88 million rail component of the southern transport corridor.  
Members should not tell me that the Labor Government has not made a commitment to enormous expenditure in 
capital works in the mid west and in the country generally.  

Hon B.K. Donaldson:  They are all projects being rolled over.  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  They are not projects being rolled over.  This was a commitment by the former 
Government, of which only the road component had been funded.  There was no funding for the rail component.  
We found the money.  There is $3.3 billion worth of capital works in this budget.  I could go on for a long time, 
but I do not have time.   

HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.19 pm]:  The Leader of the House 
made a valiant effort to justify the Government’s position in rural and regional Western Australia when it got 
8.9 per cent of the vote in the Merredin electorate and a miserable 17 per cent in the town of Merredin.  We have 
just heard the Leader of the House tell us that we were dreadful as a Government and that we did nothing for 
country Western Australia.  We were thrown out of government on 10 February when we were defeated 
convincingly.  The people decided then that they did not want us as the Government.  About 37 per cent of the 
people wanted the Labor Party as the Government and it became the Government on the basis of preferences.  
The Merredin electorate was given an opportunity on 24 November to put a number in a box and judge the 
performance of this Government since 10 February.  The figure for the Labor Party in the Legislative Council 
election this year - the best figure with which to compare all the parties - indicated that the Labor Party got 
15.2 per cent of the vote; it got 8.9 per cent this time in the Legislative Assembly.  The Labor Party did not even 
get back its deposit from this election.  It is the worst result the Labor Party has had in the history of any seat.  
How the Leader of the House can defend that is beyond me.  For the first time since the state election the Labor 
Government has been judged; and it has been judged to have an absolutely appalling record.  How the Leader of 
the House can stand and defend the Government when it got less than 10 per cent of the vote in a Legislative 
Assembly electorate is beyond me. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I want to hear about this appalling record.  Hon Bruce Donaldson said he would tell us and he 
did not say a thing.  Obviously he did not have time to get to it.  How about giving us a list?   

Hon N.F. MOORE:  The Leader of the House told us that the Labor Party had done wonderful things for country 
Western Australia. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Yes. 

Hon N.F. MOORE:  I tell the Leader of the House that country Western Australia does not know about it.  One 
would think country people would know about it.  There has just been a by-election in which the Labor Party had 
a candidate.  One would think that the Labor candidate would have told people in that electorate what it had done 
for them and what it will do for them.  That is what elections are all about.  Candidates tell people what they 
have done and what they will do.  I presume the Labor Party did that in the Merredin by-election.  I would be 
surprised if it did not.  Was it hanging its poor bloke out to dry because it had nothing to say; or did it tell the 
people of Merredin what the Labor Party in government has done for them and what it will do for them?  The 
Government cannot have it both ways.  It cannot say that it is doing wonderful things for the regional areas of 
Western Australia yet, when it got only eight per cent of the vote, say that it is the fault of the people in regional 
areas that they did not know about those wonderful things.  The Government should have told them. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I accept that perhaps we did not tell them well enough. 

Hon N.F. MOORE:  The Labor candidate should ask the Labor Party for a refund of the $250 deposit.  If the 
Government is as good as the Leader of the House said it is, and if it has done the things for regional Western 
Australia that he said it has, it should have won the seat by a majority. 
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Hon Kim Chance:  I agree. 

Hon N.F. MOORE:  Not only did the Government not win the seat but also it got a miserable nine per cent of the 
vote.  That means for every 11 voters, 10 voted against the Government.  To give an indication of who they 
voted for, the combined National and Liberal Parties’ primary vote was 78 per cent, which means 78 per cent of 
the people in the electorate voted for the former coalition parties. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Hendy used to get 80 per cent. 

Hon N.F. MOORE:  Perhaps he did.  Hendy is not there now.  Personalities count in this business, as the Leader 
of the House well knows.  It is possible that the Government got more than 10 per cent in the Legislative Council 
election this year because of the Leader of the House. 

The conservative vote in the Merredin electorate was 78 per cent.  The Liberal Party did exceptionally well on 
any comparison.  The last time we stood a candidate against a National Party sitting member we got about 
eight per cent fewer votes than we got this time.  A comparison of the votes in the Legislative Council election in 
February this year also indicated that we improved our position.  We are not disappointed with the situation in 
Merredin; we performed very well.  I congratulate Brendon Grylls and the National Party; I am sure he will be a 
good member.  The National Party should be pleased with having won that election but the Liberal Party is not 
unhappy.  We are pleased that we had an excellent candidate who got an excellent result.  The combined vote of 
80 per cent for former coalition parties and a vote of nine per cent for the Labor Party makes one wonder about 
the direction in which this State is going.  There is no doubt that after the nine to 10 months the Labor Party has 
been in office it is on a slippery slide down and already on the way out.  The popularity of new Governments in 
their first year always increases and their approval ratings go through the roof.  One need look only at Premier 
Bracks in Victoria.  New Governments invariably get a significant improvement in their position for at least the 
first year and a half in office.  Everybody knows that this state Labor Government is already on a slippery slide 
and on the way out.  The One Nation party also beat the Labor Party in Merredin, albeit with a few fewer votes 
than previously.  I have heard Dr Gallop denigrate One Nation members and people who vote for that party; 
however, it got more votes than the Labor Party.  The Labor Party has denigrated, abused and criticised that 
party and has said it will put it last on its how-to-vote cards.  However, the Labor Party was beaten by the 
pariahs that it hates. 

Hon Kim Chance:  That is what you said until you did your backflip - woops - and then you voted for them. 

Hon N.F. MOORE:  An analysis of the result of the election indicates it was a very good result for us.  I am sure 
the Labor Party’s backroom boys would have worked that out. 

I say in conclusion that this must be the blackest day in the Labor Party’s history.  It got the fewest votes in any 
seat since 1904.  The Labor Party has been in government for about 10 months and should be on a high, but it is 
not; it is on the bottom rung.  It has never had a honeymoon period because it could not deliver.  It did not know 
what to do when it became the Government and it still does not know.  The people of Merredin have told the 
Government in no uncertain terms that it does not know what it is doing, it has got it all wrong and it is on the 
way out.  If I were the Leader of the House I would be absolutely embarrassed at getting a vote of nine per cent. 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [4.27 pm]:  I will speak today on a matter that is important to me and to 
many thousands of good Australians who choose to live elsewhere than in the metropolitan area.  It saddens me 
to see the Labor Party, which was elected to government earlier this year, falling down so badly.  So much was 
expected and so little has been done in nine months of its designated term.  Some past Labor Governments, both 
federal and state, initiated many good marketing principles and strategies from which farmers and the Australian 
people generally gained great benefits.  Two of these strategies were the orderly marketing of wheat and the 
minimum price scheme for wool.  The wool scheme worked well for growers and a chain of people involved in 
the wool industry.  The mismanagement of the Australian Wool Corporation, particularly under the 
chairmanship of Malcolm Fraser’s brother-in-law, produced a stockpile of wool that eventually brought about 
the downfall of the wool industry.  The atrocious management by boards answerable to successive primary 
industry ministers brought the wool industry to its knees.  In the past, statutory boards guaranteed a price to 
producers, which enabled producers to plan and budget accurately.  In some cases quotas resulted in balanced 
production, regular employment and a steady retail price for consumers.  All of these things, coupled with the 
Fred Hilmer economic report and the signing of the Lima trade agreement, have resulted in the despised world 
trade order.  Combined with policies such as the national competition policy and the fringe benefits tax, these 
impositions have brought about the demise of many viable Australian businesses.  Without these obligations, so 
freely signed by our leaders, we would have almost full employment rather than the unemployment problem of 
today. 
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The Leader of the House has considerable knowledge and experience in his agriculture portfolio, but are his 
colleagues in Cabinet listening to him?  Other ministers need to shake off the shackles of bureaucracy and go out 
on their own, without the moral support of their departmental advisers, to see the problems facing rural areas.  
Instead of talking and trying to justify government policies, they should go out and ask the locals about their 
troubles, ask their advice about what needs to be done to overcome their difficulties, and listen to the answers.  
Most people out there are not stupid; they will provide honest and well thought out answers.  They know; 
government members just think they do.  People have trusted members of the Government to represent them.  
Government members should not let them down!   

If members of the Government listened and did their homework before they acted, they would not make such 
stupid mistakes as the premium property tax; they would not declare that hospitals such as that at Lake Grace are 
not isolated; and they would not reduce the budget of the hospital at Ravensthorpe to such a degree that it might 
close, leaving people stranded hundreds of miles from the nearest doctor or hospital.  The decision to be rid of 
hospital boards is merely this Government passing the buck, so that it can make out this was a local decision 
rather than one by government.  What a gutless attitude!   

The very principles for which Labor Governments used to be renowned, such as looking after the needy, have 
been demolished.  This Government is now suggesting that country people do not even need adequate 
representation in Parliament.  How far is the Government prepared to go?  The saying that a new broom sweeps 
clean certainly does not apply to the new Government.  This Labor Government is leaving a trail of devastation 
behind.  I was interested to hear Hon Murray Criddle mention the Hyden to Corrigin road.  On Saturday I saw a 
car upside-down near a terrible junction on that road.  I was also interested to hear the member commenting on 
the Government not building a railway.  On the subject of railways, the member will long be remembered as the 
minister responsible for selling Westrail - for actually selling a profitable government utility - and, worse still, 
for selling it to largely American interests.   

The Leader of the House stated how much damage was done during the previous eight years of government.  
What he said was correct, but the point is that the coalition paid the price on 10 February.  The leader has to 
recognise that the ball is now well and truly in the Government’s court.  I agree with the leader that the Merredin 
by-election was between the National and Liberal Parties.  However, I suggest that people in the Merredin 
electorate probably had listened to and understood what the Government had done, and the Government reaped 
its reward with a pathetic vote.  The people in Merredin know what this Government wants to do with this evil 
one vote, one value legislation; they can see how the Government wants to destroy the country areas.  If 
government members went out just a little beyond the Darling Range and listened to people, instead of making 
these decisions from a totally uninformed position, they would know exactly what I am talking about.  If 
government members listened to what I had said in previous speeches in this House, and if they bothered to read 
submissions made to the committee when it travelled this State, this should ring a bell.  I have mentioned most of 
these issues in my previous speeches. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [4.35 pm]:  Unlike Hon Paddy Embry, I do not have a preamble; I 
will get straight into it. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Just start by congratulating the National Party. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No.  What I will do, if the member will listen, is read about the Government’s 
appalling treatment of rural and regional Western Australia, exemplified by its pitiful result in the Merredin by-
election, and I will then congratulate Brendon Grylls, the National Party member, and also Joanne Burges, who 
ran a fantastic campaign.  The Australian Labor Party got 900 votes out of 10 000 or so.  It is interesting to note 
that the increase in our vote was probably more than the Labor Party received with its nine per cent reduction.   

The Labor Party has total disregard for health services in the south west region.  I would love to talk about the 
timber industry but I do not believe I have time.  Hon Kim Chance talked about bulldozers.  This Labor Party has 
killed off a lot of the south west; it has certainly killed off Manjimup and Pemberton.  I am sure government 
members are really proud of themselves. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It has a great future. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I am sure they are not, actually. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No, I will not stop.  I know too many people whose children are affected, because 
those children go to school with my children. 

An interim report was produced by the Bunbury Health Task Force, which comprised Tony Dean, member for 
Bunbury; Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, who is not from the south west; Mrs Gerry Riordan, Mrs Judy Jones and Mr 
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Robert Prestage.  This was a Labor-dominated committee, except for Dr Ern Manea, a bit of a wily old fox who 
obviously works hard to get things done for Bunbury.  Judy Jones is a friend of mine and is probably the most 
apolitical person I have ever come across.  However, in the main, the task force was Labor dominated.  My 
understanding is that no brief was presented on the south west; it was done on Bunbury health care only.  The 
term of reference was to -   

Review hospital and public health services available to the public in Bunbury . . .  

The south west region includes Vasse-Leeuwin, Donnybrook-Collie, Warren-Blackwood, and Harvey-
Wellington, as well as Bunbury.  The Labor Party focused on Bunbury and neglected the other areas within the 
south west. 
Hon Kim Chance:  That was a report about Bunbury.   
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  John Edward, the chairman of Vasse Leeuwin Health Service, resigned because 
of lack of funding and lack of services.  We have heard Hon Barry House speaking about elderly patients who 
are on waiting lists for urological treatment.  That treatment was previously available in those local areas, but it 
is no longer available.  What a frustration it must be for the elderly people in those areas to be put on a waiting 
list and wait for God knows how long to be sent to Perth.  Then followed the ministerial statement by Minister 
for Health, Bob Kucera, that he had abolished five health boards in that region following the findings of this 
interim report.  He actually called the health boards a stumbling block.  The appalling lack of manners on the 
part of the Labor Government leaves a lot to be desired.  The people who service these boards do not get paid to 
sit on them, and they read about this in the media!  They had no idea they had been sacked from their positions 
until they saw it on television or heard it on the radio.  That is disgraceful.  These boards play a pivotal role in 
the community.  I was on a local health board -  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Here we go - vested interest!   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The interim report states also -  

To date the Task Force has received in excess of 20 submissions from individuals and organisations and 
this has provided the Task Force with an insight . . .  

Do members know how many people live in the south west?  The task force received 20 submissions and got rid 
of five health boards.  I would love to know what sort of insight was provided from 20 submissions.  

Hon B.K. Donaldson:  Out of 125 000 people! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Not bad, is it?  It is pretty poor.  Each of these boards is unique. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Mr President, do you have a dummy in the Chamber?   

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich and Hon Ray Halligan will desist from their robust 
conversation across the Chamber, because Hon Robyn McSweeney has the call. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Thank you, Mr President.  I think I will bring a couple of dummies into the 
House. 

Hon G.T. Giffard:  You have a few!   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I am talking about the ones that babies suck on - and a few names will be written 
on them! 

Mr Michael Moodie is now in charge of the south west health services.  I am very fearful for the future of those 
services and the general managers in each region.  Those general managers, like the health boards, are unique.  
They care for the areas that they represent, and they know their hospitals inside and out.  Hospitals, like schools 
and police stations, play a pivotal role in country communities.  The Government is planning to centralise health 
services in Bunbury.  That is not the way to go.  The report states -  

The vision contained in the South West Strategic Plan contemplates the provision of a comprehensive 
range of quality health care services available close to where the communities of the South West live.  

What does that mean?  Does “close” mean Bunbury?  Perhaps it means Perth.  I do not know.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You cannot read! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I can read, write and think.  The report states also that the Government will -  
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Undertake a review of the Strategic Plan for South West Health Services to ensure that it remains 
relevant and responsive to the changing health environment and system and the challenges confronting 
it.   

What does that mean? 

To raise a more serious point, Princess Margaret Hospital for Children sees 300 000 children annually.  Many of 
these children come from the regions.  I have read in the newspaper that that hospital intends to have passive 
days.  What will that mean for country children?  That needs to be spelt out.  Will our country children suffer 
even more because they cannot have elective surgery?  I wonder.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Do you realise that our health budget is the biggest this State has ever had, at $2.3 billion?   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  In real figures, it went up 0.8 per cent. 

Hon Kim Chance:  That is still a real increase. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  That is not a real increase in my book. 
Hon Kim Chance:  Why are you talking about reductions when that is clearly not the truth?   
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  There are reductions.  Elderly people in Margaret River -  
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The Leader of the House and the parliamentary secretary will come to order! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Elderly people in Margaret River and other places have to go to Perth because 
services have been cut back and they cannot get treatment in their regions. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


